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felt that an exciting story, containing adventures, was necessary. In any case a tale, centred on a hero, had to be kept going, and at the same time a number of characters had to be given an excuse for appearing. So we have the hard-worked travelling hero, posting from inn to inn, now in the country, now in London, knocking at the doors of the great, foregathering with rogues and thieves, languishing in prison or on board ship, suffering every vicissitude, good and bad; and enduring them all not because the novelist has any tender regard for his hero's sufferings or fortunes, but because he is avid of variety, and is determined to get a pass to as great a number of contrasting scenes as he can. This perhaps explains partly the coldblooded manner in which Smollett puts his heroes through their paces, and his extreme insensitive-ness to them. We see Roderick Random suffering agonies at school in Dumbartonshire; but we are not interested in his agonies, we have eyes only for the author's immensely effective portrait of the dominie who inflicts them. Roderick suffers again when he studies medicine; but we are only concerned with the quack who gulls him. On his road to London Roderick encounters all the odd-